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 MR SPENCER’S UPDATE

As we approach half term there is lots going on in the life of the school. On Saturday all
students taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award went on their practice expedition. This
week we have the school production of Oliver running for three nights. When we come back
from half term, students in Y8 & 9 will be going on residential trips to a Scout Camp on the
edge of London.

I love it that Fearnhill offers these opportunities to students. We want students to leave with
good exam grades and students do get the support and teaching they need to succeed.
However, we want to help students develop in many other ways too. Exams do not measure
confidence, willingness to take risks or teamwork. But we know that attributes like these are
vital for students to thrive throughout their lives both professionally and personally.

If you have a child in Year 8 or 9 and they have not yet signed up for the residential, there is
still time. The cost is just £20 because a government grant has covered the £250/student
cost of the trip. It is a fantastic chance for students to enjoy being outdoors, take part in
activities that are not part of their everyday life and make life-long memories. If you would
like your child to go and they are not already booked on email admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk.

I will look forward to seeing many of you at the show this week. If you have not bought your
tickets yet, there are still some tickets available on School Gateway. Good luck to all students
taking part!

Mr Tim Spencer, Headteacher

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
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Mr M Phillips, Assistant Headteacher

1. Building Academic Success Through Consistent Attendance

Regular school attendance is key to academic success. When
students attend school every day, they are consistently exposed
to new material, allowing them to build a solid foundation of
knowledge. Missed lessons can lead to gaps in understanding,
making it harder to keep up with the curriculum. Staying
present in class ensures that students stay on track and are
better prepared for tests, assignments, and future learning.

Note to parents/guardians: Expected attendance is 97%, meaning students who miss more
than a day per half term are likely to underachieve and be at a significant disadvantage to
their peers. Please support your child in attending school. 

 SCIENCE COMPETITION

Mr M Turner, Head of Key Stage 3

On January 30th, 4 Year 8 Students travelled to The
Thomas Alleyne Academy in Stevenage to compete in a
Science competition run by the Institute of Engineering
and Technology. They were challenged to create a
prototype within a choice of three categories. As this is
an ongoing competition, we aren’t able to share the
details of what was asked of them or what was created,
but needless to say our students worked hard and did an
excellent job creating their invention - all of the students were exemplary. They showed
excellent team work throughout the challenge and were a joy to spend the day with. Very
well done to Damla E, James L, Olivia P, George S.
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Our Proud Table continues to be a huge success! Congratulations to Thomas H in 8G and
Lucy K in 9N, who have each won £10 in our weekly draw. Students can bring work they are
proud of to the maths block on Friday lunchtimes to receive stamps on their cards, once they
have six stamps on their cards they can choose to enter a draw to win £10, £50 or an iPad.
This Friday we will be doing our half termly draw for the £50 prize.
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In January we hosted a Kwik Cricket Tournament for local Primary Schools. A selection of our
year 10 Sports Leaders for the event and organised the games, umpired and kept score. Six
primary schools participated and lots of fun was had by all!
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Mrs S Phillips, Teacher English

A huge thank you to everyone who got involved with our book exchange on Thursday.

This was a brilliant community project suggested and run by the school book club members.
It was fantastic to see the 'buzz' in the English department as lots of excited students visited
at break and lunch; we could hear students be really delighted they could just take books
home for free. We love seeing students with new books in their arms, and really hope this
will get students talking about and enjoying books and reading.

Thank you so much to families who contributed books, and thanks to all the students who
took part in some way. 

As a reminder, "Books and biscuits" meets every Thursday break in E3, and everyone is
welcome to drop in and share what they've been reading. 
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Mr M Turner, Head of Key Stage 3, PE Teacher

Year 9 boys played Barnwell school at
Basketball last week, beating them 33-31.
Players of the match were Ben P on offense
and Jacob M on offense. Special mention to
Thomas G whose vital steal helped send the
game to overtime, where we then scored the
winning points! Well done everyone, an
excellent match!

 VACANCY - COVER SUPERVISOR

Fearnhill School is seeking to appoint a Cover Supervisor to join our team covering short
term teacher absence. The successful applicant will be required to deliver pre-prepared
material to classes and will need to be confident, well organised and should enjoy working
with young people.

As a Cover Supervisor, you will have the opportunity to work with diverse groups of students
and contribute to their educational development. This position requires strong
communication skills, a passion for working with children, and the ability to adapt to
different classroom environments. If you are enthusiastic about education and enjoy making
a positive impact on young minds, we encourage you to apply.

Please see the vacancies page on our website for more information. 

 DUKE OF EDINBURGH 120 MILE CHALLENGE

In March Mr Fox (English), Miss Jennings (Science), Mr Fowler (Humanities) and Miss Mills
(Languages) will be participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Do It 4 Youth 120 Mile Challenge
raising money for the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. The challenge is to walk 120miles in
March.....who will be the champion? More information can be found here
https://www.dofe.org/events/do-it-4-youth/

Miss E Jennings, Teacher Science

https://fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/cover-supervisor-2/
https://www.dofe.org/events/do-it-4-youth/
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 LIBRARY

Mrs Thurlby, Library & Literacy Assistant

The Library is open before school from 8am and
after school until 4pm. You can also visit the
library during break and lunch times to read a
book, do some homework on the computer or
play a card or board game (sorry, no computer
games!)
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 LIBRARY WINNERS

Congratulations for Mary-Ellen P in 11H, Naledi
B in 11H and Olivia P in 8P who won our school
library’s Christmas Advent Calendar Challenge.
Extra congratulations to Olivia, who got all the
answers correct! Well done to everyone who
entered the competition!

Watch this space for details of our Easter
Challenge coming soon.

Mrs R Thurlby, Librarian
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Please see the below information regarding music lessons that are provided by Hertfordshire Music
Service at Fearnhill. Visit their website at www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk for more information. 

https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/hertfordshire-music-service.aspx


 CONTACT US
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Phone: 01462 621200 
Email: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 
Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 
Address: Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire SG6 4BA

Please ensure that we have your current address, mobile phone number and email address. 
Any updates can be sent to the school office on the email address above.

Spring Term 2025 
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Wednesday 26th February
Wednesday 26th February
Wednesday 5th March
Thursday 6th March
Wednesday 12th March
Tuesday 18th March
Tuesday 25th March
Thursday 3rd April
Friday 4th April

Half term 
Year 9 DTPM Immunisations
Year 8 and Year 10 reports issued
Year 9 reports issued
Year 12 parents’ evening
Year 7 reports issued
Year 10 parents’ evening
Year 7 parents’ evening
Year 11 reports issued
Term ends

Summer Term 2025
Tuesday 22nd April
Monday 26th – Friday 30th May
Friday 4th July
Wednesday 23rd July

Terms starts
Half term
INSET DAY - School closed to students
Term ends
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 SOCIAL MEDIA

@FearnhillSch @Fearnhill_School @FearnhillSchool

Please follow us on social media for more frequent information, updates and news!

https://www.facebook.com/FearnhillSch
https://www.facebook.com/FearnhillSch
https://www.instagram.com/fearnhill_school/
https://twitter.com/FearnhillSchool
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DSPL (Delivering Special Provision
Locally)

DSPL offer a range of useful tools for
parents and carers, including:

The Toolbox - courses for young
people - understanding my Autism
and/or ADHD (ages 7-16)
Wellbeing Support for Parent Carers
Coping with school when you are
autistic

More information can be found here:
https://nhdspl.org.uk/262-north-herts-
dspl-1-weekly-a-roundup-of-training-
information-and-events-in-our-area-
15.html

https://nhdspl.org.uk/262-north-herts-dspl-1-weekly-a-roundup-of-training-information-and-events-in-our-area-15.html
https://nhdspl.org.uk/262-north-herts-dspl-1-weekly-a-roundup-of-training-information-and-events-in-our-area-15.html
https://nhdspl.org.uk/262-north-herts-dspl-1-weekly-a-roundup-of-training-information-and-events-in-our-area-15.html
https://nhdspl.org.uk/262-north-herts-dspl-1-weekly-a-roundup-of-training-information-and-events-in-our-area-15.html
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Herts Mental Health, Learning Disability & Autism
Health and Care Partnership’s monthly newsletter
is available here.

For information on how the Uniform Bank can
support you with second hand uniform, and
for news of their forthcoming events, please
visit their Facebook page.

www.familiesinfocus.co.uk

www.thetoolbox.minder.co.uk/hertfordshire

https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/september-2024
https://www.facebook.com/p/Uniform-Bank-100069914269570/
https://www.familiesinfocus.co.uk/
http://www.thetoolbox.minder.co.uk/hertfordshire
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