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Fearnfile        

Issue 621           20 November 2023  

School is closed Friday 24/11 and Monday 27/11 

Week beginning 20/11  WEEK 1              Week beginning 27/11 WEEK 2      

Is homework worth the effort? 
As a child I always hated homework. I guess that is true for most of us, and I don’t see many signs that this is 
changing. Most students I speak to at Fearnhill don’t particularly enjoy their homework either. Which begs the 
question, is homework worth the effort? 

Bad homework is worse than pointless 

At Fearnhill, we make an effort to base our practice on robust educational research. In education, some methods 
are more effective than others. Some ways of teaching are better than others, and the same is true for homework. 
If homework does not help students to know more and remember more, it 
is usually a waste of time. Especially if it is not enjoyable either. We have 
worked hard to remove homework from the curriculum that does not 
make a difference to students in the long term. We no longer set generic 
research, project work or activities with a tenuous link to the content we 
want students to learn (e.g. building a model of a cell). This is because 
these activities need a large amount of time for a small amount of                     
long-term learning. We have no desire for students to waste their time on 
activities that will not help them much in the long run. 

What makes a good homework activity? 

Our homework involves practice of core skills and knowledge retrieval that 
will be useful in the long term. This is because practice has a big impact on 
students' performance over time. Reading age is one of the best predictors 
of GCSE success, even in subjects that seem quite unrelated to reading, 
such as Science. That's why we use Sparx Reader every week at Key Stage 
3. Likewise, the best way to ensure students do as well as possible in 
Maths is to rack up hours of practice. Homework like this is always                           
worthwhile. It is not fun; like eating well or getting enough exercise. But if 
students want to build their confidence as learners and improve their self 
esteem and emotional wellbeing then completing homework is not such a 
bad place to begin.  

How can families help? 

Some parents or carers like to do their children's homework for them. As a 
parent myself, I have been guilty of this! It seems pretty kind after all. The 
problem is that Fearnhill uses artificial intelligence to set and mark much 
of the homework that our students are set. If students are successful, the 
homework gets harder and if they struggle, it gets easier. Of course, when 
parents do it instead, the students will end up getting set homework that is 
continued on page 2 
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Student Awards 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Week?  Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular 

activities and you could find yourself nominated and crowned!    

6th - 10th November   

Student of the Week   Dash 7N  11 points 

Teacher of the Week  Miss Bossley,  Art 170 points 

Form of the Week 9N 169 points 

House  of the Week  Gorst  474 points 

much too difficult. If you find your child cannot complete their homework, the best thing to do is let us know. It is 
also true that some students do not even open their homework or put in much effort at all. Again the artificial                               
intelligence shows us how much time each student has spent actively working on their homework. This is where 
families can work with school to make a difference - by making sure that all homework is properly attempted each 
week.  

Better homework leads to better outcomes 

In the end, none of this is rocket science. As long as homework is worthwhile (and we make sure it is), then doing 
more homework leads to improved knowledge, skills and understanding. And that means better grades too.  
 

I hope that explains our approach to homework and why we hold students to account when they do not do their 
homework.  We are grateful for your support as we try to make sure that every piece of homework is worth the 
effort, every time. 

Tim Spencer, Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Letter continued 

Do you follow us on social media? We have changed some of our pages so for an instant fix of all our latest news 

you can now follow us on the following channels: 

FACEBOOK    https://www.facebook.com/FearnhillSch/ 

X (Twitter)  https://twitter.com/FearnhillSchool 

Instagram   https://www.instagram.com/fearnhillsch/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FearnhillSch/
https://twitter.com/FearnhillSchool
https://www.instagram.com/fearnhillsch/
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Remembrance Parade 

On Friday 10th November the school took time to remember those who had fallen in war, both past and present. 
Students started the day with an activity in form time where they decorated memorial crosses to make a display 
in their form rooms.  

At break time we came together as a school to hold a short 
act of remembrance.  Mr Cordwell spoke to us about the 
meaning of remembrance and read a poem. This was                     
followed by the Last Post and a minutes silence.  

A number of army cadets came into school in their uniform 
and led the presentation by parading through the                      
playground. The cadets showed us the discipline and                        
dedication they have to this day through the way they led 
the parade and wore their uniform with pride.  

Thank you to Mr Cordwell for organising the event and Mrs 
Chilton for playing the Last Post. 

Do you read Fearnfile? 

We’re carrying out a quick survey to see how effective Fearnfile is and how many            

people read it. 

If you’ve got this far - well done! - we’d really appreciate it if you could click on the QR 

code (right) or click through the hyperlink HERE. 

https://fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/fearnfile/
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Investin Workshop 

Music 

On November 5th I attended a Entrepreneurship InvestIn Workshop, were I was given the 
opportunity to take part in a Dragons Den competition with people my age.  

As a group we were given a topic that we had to create a business from. Sustainability was 
the topic we received, which I found quite difficult to create a business plan out of,                               
however, with all the support from everyone around me, we not only made a good                          
business on sustainability, I also learned great communication skills and gained more                         
confidence throughout the whole experience.  

I would recommend the InvestIn workshops to anyone who would like a real insight to 
what a typical day would be like for the career path you would like to go down in the                   
future.   Anna 11H 

In year 7 we have been looking at Instruments of the Orchestra. This has                      
allowed students to have a go on various instruments, to see how they 
sound, feel and what it is like to be played.  

This week we tried out brass instruments. The students had a great time see-
ing who could get the loudest and longest notes. For some, just making a 
sound was a huge achievement but overall the students had fun even if their 
'lips and tongues feel funny now'. 

Students have also had the chance to try out string instruments including a 
double bass and violin. It has also shown us that we have a number of students 
who would be great at different instruments.  

If your child has come home and expressed an interest in learning an                                
instrument then please contact Mr. Marlow. 

As well as trying things out in Music lessons our choir have been very busy               
rehearsing ready to perform with Wilbury primary school at the Letchworth 
Light turn on, on Saturday 25th November.  

It would be lovely to see familiar faces there to support us, but if you are busy 
that day please put the 13th December in the diary as this is when our                       
Christmas Concert is, where choir, instrumentalist and dancers will be                          
showcasing the amazing things they have been doing this term.                                           
Mrs Chilton 
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Student Support 

The Library is open before school from 8am and after school 
until 4pm.  

You can also visit the library during break and lunch times to 
read a book, do some homework on the computer or play a 
card or board game  (sorry, no computer games!) 

Mrs Thurlby, Library & Literacy Assistant 

Library 

Mrs Cate Brown, Fearnhill’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilites                                            
Coordinator and Head of Inclusion was one of the guest speakers at the Showcase of 
Autism in Schools programme, held last week in Stevenage.  

She spoke about the impact of the programme on the school including student voice, 
staff training and the impact on teaching and learning and provision. The project is a 
national pilot and Fearnhill has been part of it for 2 years - this is the third year we will 
be taking part. The project has meant we have been able to attend free autism                          
training, facilitate sessions for students and coffee mornings for parents. This has been 
in conjunction with Hertfordshire SEND, NHS and the Herts Parents Carer Involvement 
(HPCI) https://hertsparentcarers.org.uk/.  

https://hertsparentcarers.org.uk/
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Technology Tournament 

Catering 

Sixth Form Applications 

Fearnhill was invited back to participate in this years Rotary 
Technology Tournament which took place at The Priory School 
last Thursday.  

This years competitors were Priory, Hitchin Boys, Hitchin Girls and 
Knights Templar.  

• Key stage 3 pupils were challenged with gearing down a
motorised mechanism which could collect and lift a weight
and be operated remotely.

• Key stage 4 pupils had the additional challenge of a limited
sized build

• Key stage 5 pupils had the extra challenge of lowering and
detaching the weight.

I am very happy to report that our key stage 4 pupils dominated 
their task and came 1st. 

KS3 produced a well constructed build and placed 3rd. 

Overall Fearnhill performed excellent throughout the tournament 
and should be extremely happy with themselves. 

Bring on next year! 

Mr Rayner 

Yr10 have been testing their whisking method sponges and precision by making their homemade jaffa cakes. 
With melting the chocolate and shaping the jelly, lots of skills were tested.   

Applications for Sixth Form entry 2023 has opened. A link to the 
application form can be found on our website: 

 www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/sixth-form/application-process/ 

The deadline for applications will be 8th December. There will be 
interviews for all applicants in January and conditional offers will be 
made. Our Sixth Form Induction will be taking place in July to give 
students a taste of what Sixth Form has to offer. 

If you have any questions about entry to the Sixth Form, please 
contact the Director of Post 16, Mr Marlow      
thomas.marlow10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 
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Children In Need 

     

 Year 7  Year 8  

      

Year 9  Year 10                                                                Year 11                                           

At Fearnhill, we believe in the power of knowledge.  Teachers in every subject have put together a Knowledge            
Organiser which has all the key knowledge students need to learn to understand that topic. 

In school, they are used in lessons to support learning as a reference and as a way of checking                                                
answers.   Knowledge Organisers  (KO’s) are also an excellent homework tool for self-quizzing and revising. 

KO’s have been updated on our website for this half term and can be accessed by clicking on the QR codes below:    

Knowledge Organisers   

Staff and students supported Children in Need this year by donating £1 
each to wear casual clothes - with hundreds of Pudsey cookies being 
sold thanks to our catering department and the Fearnhill Food Hall. 
Over £600 was raised for the charity. 

A message from BBC Children in Need: BBC Children in Need believes 
that every child should have the chance to thrive and be the best they 
can be. We are committed to being there for children across the UK 
when they need us the most. Together with the BBC and our partners, 
we inspire the nation to support this work. BBC Children in Need is here 
to make sure that every child has the childhood they deserve – and the 
support they need to thrive.  



 

8                                                                                                                                                                                       www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Sport 

Well done to Fearnhill students who took part 
in the cross country meeting at Fairlands            

Valley Park earlier this month.  

All performed admirably and did themselves 
and the school proud.  



 

9                                                                                                                                                                                  www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Thought for the Month   November 

Extra Curricular Activities 

Every day is a chance to begin again.  Don’t 
focus on the failures of yesterday, start today 

with positive thoughts and expectations.  

Years 7-11 

Monday-Thursday 

in Inclusion with 

Mrs Cottenden 
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Student Support 
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External Events 

Student Support 

   

The Sandbox is an NHS-funded service to support children and young people in Hertfordshire with their mental 

health and well-being.  

In addition to providing NHS-funded support, The Sandbox is a central place for information about common men-

tal health issues, with information on how to access additional support or emergency services. 

The website has a special area for parents/carers to access information on how to support young adults going 

through mental health difficulties as well as anger management, anxiety, self harm and gender identity. 

https://sandbox.mindler.co.uk/ 
 
Please encourage students to visit the website and have a look at the different pages. 

There are lots of ideas and resources on the website, with online modules to support young people up to 25. 

Some students at Fearnhill are already using it and have found it helpful.  

https://sandbox.mindler.co.uk/
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Student Support 

We are proud to offer the National School Breakfast Programme -           
offering all students a free, healthy breakfast. 

Breakfast Club is in the Canteen every morning from 8am where you can 
pick up a free bagel. 
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External Opportunities 
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Calendar 

Contact Us 

 01462 621200               admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk    

www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk       

 Fearnhill School 
Icknield Way,  Letchworth Garden City,  Hertfordshire   SG6 4BA  

Follow Us 

www.facebook.com/FearnhillSch twitter.com/fearnhillschool 

Please ensure that we have your current address,  mobile phone number and email address.                                   

Any updates can be sent to the Main Office.     

Autumn Term 2023  

Inset Day (disaggregated)  
Occasional Day 

Friday 24th November 2023  
Monday 27th November 2023 

End of Term (early closure)  Wednesday 20th December 2023 

Spring Term 2024  

Inset day for staff  Thursday 4th January 2024 

Spring Term begins for staff and students  Friday 5th January 2024 

Half Term  Monday 19th – Friday 23rd February 2024 

Return to school  Monday 26th February 2024 

End of Term (early closure)  Thursday 28th March 2024 

Good Friday  Friday 29th March 2024 

Easter Monday  Monday 1st April 2024 

Summer Term 2024  

Summer term begins for students  Monday 15th April 2024 

May Bank Holiday  Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term  Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 

Return to school  Monday 3rd June 2024 

Inset Day  Monday 1st July 2024 

End of Term for students  Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

See our website for details of 2024/25 term dates 

www.instagram.com/

fearnhillsch 

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk

