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Week beginning 23/10  HALF TERM     Week beginning 30/10  WEEK 2      

How do Fearnhill’s GCSE results compare 
with other schools? 

One of the most common means of assessing the            
effectiveness of a school is to review its exam grades. 
Lots of people feel that schools should be judged on 
many other factors before looking at their exam grades, 
and I would agree with this. But there is no escaping the 
reality that - all other things being equal - better schools 
tend to get better exam results. 

Progress 8    So how is Fearnhill performing? The most 
important metric of a school’s exam performance is a 
measure called Progress 8. Frustratingly, Progress 8 for 
all schools does not become public knowledge until 
much later in the year. However, we have received our 
provisional score from the government: +0.27 

Is +0.27 any good?   The short answer is yes. The                
average score for schools in England is 0.0. A very high 
performing school will have a Progress 8 score of +0.50 
or higher and a very low performing school will have a 
Progress 8 score of -0.50 or lower. Therefore, students at 
Fearnhill make more progress in each GCSE than the  
national average. It is the sixth consecutive year                   
Fearnhill’s exam results have improved. 

How does Progress 8 work?   Progress 8 compares the 
progress each student makes with the progress of                
students nationally who had the same Key Stage 2 SATs 
scores. Students with high SATs scores have their grades 
compared with all students nationally with high SATs 
scores. The same is true for those students with average 
or low SATs scores. A score of +0.27 means that, on    
average, a Fearnhill student achieves 0.27 grades higher 
than the national average in every subject. Or to put that 
another way, the average Fearnhill student achieves a 
higher than expected grade for about 1 in 4 of the GCSEs 
they sit. When Fearnhill is then compared with similar 
schools (in terms of the demographic of students), our 
contextual Progress 8 score is above +0.60. 

Is every student achieving well?  No. Just because the 
average Fearnhill student performs well does not mean 

that all students who attend Fearnhill make good              
progress. There are two key groups of students who 
make less progress: those with poor attendance 
(especially below 90%) and those who joined us after 
Key Stage 3. Missing school always has an impact on 
grades and the evidence shows that switching schools 
generally does not help students to achieve as well. 

What does this all mean?                                                         
Ultimately you can have confidence that Fearnhill’s           
journey of improvement is continuing. Students with 
good attendance who attend Fearnhill from the start of 
Year 7 until the end of Year 11 usually make more             
progress than the majority of students nationally. This is 
good news and testament to the ongoing hard work of 
staff and students. 

Tim Spencer, Headteacher 

Inside you’ll find ... 

• Student Council 

• Primary Visitors 

• Match Reports 

• Author of the 1/2 Term 

• Year 8 Talk on Sikhism 
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Student Awards 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Week?  Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular 

activities and you could find yourself nominated and crowned!    

Week ending 4 september  

Student of the Week  Riley H    8N  9  points 

Form of the Week   8N  171 points 

House of the Week  Neville  448  points 

Teacher of the Week  Miss Bossley, Art  201 points 

Week ending 11 September  

Student of the Week  Serenity K   8P  14  points 

Form of the Week   7G  209  points 

House of the Week  Neville  719  points 

Teacher of the Week  Mrs Armstrong, 

Science 

 248 points 

Week ending 18 September   

Student of the Week  Riya S  9N  

Alesha BS  7H 

 12  points 

Form of the Week   8N  188  points 

House of the Week  Neville  627  points 

Teacher of the Week  Miss Bossley, Art  429 points 

Week ending 25 September   

Student of the Week  Osama KA   8N  17   points 

Form of the Week   7G  219 points 

House of the Week  Pearsall  630  points 

Teacher of the Week  Miss Bossley, Art  282 points 

Week ending 2 October   

Student of the Week  Alesha BS  7H  12  points 

Form of the Week   7H  185 points 

House of the Week  Howard  522  points 

Teacher of the Week  Miss Bossley, Art  232  points 

Friday 20th October - Early Closure 

School will end at 1:15pm on Friday 20th October, which is the start of half term to say thank you to staff and              
students for their hard work this half term. 

If your child cannot leave school early next Friday for any reason, please email admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk and 
we will ensure they are supervised until 3pm. To provide for all students who receive Free School Meals, we will 
serve additional hot food at break time. If your child receives Free School Meals and you would like lunch to be    
provided for them at 1:15pm, please also email the above address. 

In all other regards Friday 20th October will be a normal school day with students attending registration and their 
first four lessons as usual. If you have any questions or concerns, please email admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Mr Spencer, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk


 

3                                                                                                                                                                                  www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

School Council 

This half term each form in Fearnhill has elected their School Council Member for this academic year. Our                
congratulations go out to those who managed to earn the trust of their peers to represent their interests in 
School Council meetings. 

The School Council agenda is set by staff and students at Fearnhill. Last term, the number one request from                            
students was to have their say on the school uniform. This year School Council has wasted no time in getting 
straight down to business addressing this issue. 

School Council Members will be discussing school uniform with their form groups and conducting their own                      
research into uniform policies, government guidelines and academic research. They will reconvene to discuss their 
ideas on November 9th. Once their ideas have been discussed, a proposal will be agreed upon and prepared before 
being presented to Mr Spencer and the School Governors in the new year. 

It is important to remember that the student voice is one of many that shape Fearnhill School. Carrying out this   
review is an opportunity for students to use their voice to shape the school. It is also an opportunity for School 
Council members to demonstrate leadership in conducting this review and presenting it to governors. However, 
ultimate responsibility for school uniform remains with Mr Spencer and the school governors. Our students will 
have to be persuasive and realistic if they want their proposals to be accepted.  

School Uniform rules must follow government guidance, is the responsibility of the governors of the school and 
should:  
• Promote the School ethos 
• Provide a sense of belonging and identity 

• Set an appropriate tone for education 
• Must consider the Human Rights Act, the Equality Act and the safeguarding, health, and safety of students. 

• Must consider the comfort of students. 
• Must take a sensible approach to weather. 
• Must be suitable for those walking or cycling to school.  

• Must give a high priority to keeping costs down for parents. 
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Primary Transition 

It was our great pleasure to welcome Year 6 pupils from Norton St 
Nicholas CofE Primary School to Fearnhill last week. 

The pupils followed a timetable for the morning, experiencing taster 
lessons in Art, Science, Music and IT - throwing themselves into their 
activities with great gusto making slime, lapel badges, singing as a choir 
and even coding their own computer games. 

Our young visitors were all beautifully behaved and a credit to their 
school. 
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RE 

Design Technology 

Yr7 DT students have had their introduction to materials and have started making with textiles. They have            

produced some wonderful dream catchers before moving on to explore papers and boards. 

Year 8 had the opportunity to listen to a talk by Mrs. Dhillon from our local community.  

Mrs Dhillon is a Sikh and talked to the students about different aspects of Sikhism, how the 
religion started and the main beliefs of the religion. She bought in a number of religious               
artefacts and the students were allowed to try these on at various points in the afternoon.  

I think that the students most enjoyed learning about the Khasal and being able to wear a 
sword! 

Thank you to Mrs. Dhillon for a really interesting afternoon. 

Miss Moran, RE 
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Extra Curricular Activities 
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Library 

The Library is open before school from 8am and after school until 4pm.  

You can also visit the library during break and lunch times to read a book, do some homework on the computer 
or play a card or board game  (sorry, no computer games!) 

Crochet Club is running out of wool so if you have any you no longer need it would be much appreciated. 

Mrs Thurlby, Library & Literacy Assistant 
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Sport 

Rugby 

Year 8 played their first 
ever tournament at      
Letchworth Rugby Club on 
Wendesday. 

Overall they boys       
acquitted themselves very 
well, led ably by Braeden 
who was Captain for the 
tournament. The boys 
improved with each game 
and you could see their 
confidence grow minute 
by minute. There was 
some great tackling,      
notably from Ronnie, 
Freddie, Ashton and 
Braeden, and towards the 
end of the third game, all 
boys were putting tackles 
in and enjoying it.  

Overall the boys did       
themselves and the school 
proud, never giving up 
showing reliance and      
confidence throughout 
the day.  

Mr McLeod 

Basketball 

The senior basketball 
team lost 71-55 to St 
Chris last week.  

They played really well. 
Most notably Luke (6) 
who scored 41 points.      
I've never seen an      
individual score so many 
points in one game! 

Mr Turner 
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Sport 

   

Congratulations to the new Year 10 Sports Ambassadors who have been chosen to promote and                                    

support Fearnhill PE over the next year. 
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Extra Curricular Activities 
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Extra Curricular Activities 

     

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9  Year 10                                                               Year 11                                           

At Fearnhill, we believe in the power of knowledge.  Teachers in every subject have put together a Knowledge            
Organiser which has all the key knowledge students need to learn to understand that topic. 

In school, they are used in lessons to support learning as a reference and as a way of checking                                                
answers.   Knowledge Organisers  (KO’s) are also an excellent homework tool for self-quizzing and revising. 

KO’s have been updated on our website for this half term and can be accessed by clicking on the QR codes below:    

Knowledge Organisers   
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Student Support 
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External Events 

Student Support 

   

The Sandbox is an NHS-funded service to support children and young people in Hertfordshire with their mental 

health and well-being.  

In addition to providing NHS-funded support, The Sandbox is a central place for information about common men-

tal health issues, with information on how to access additional support or emergency services. 

The website has a special area for parents/carers to access information on how to support young adults going 

through mental health difficulties as well as anger management, anxiety, self harm and gender identity. 

https://sandbox.mindler.co.uk/ 
 
Please encourage students to visit the website and have a look at the different pages. 

There are lots of ideas and resources on the website, with online modules to support young people up to 25. 

Some students at Fearnhill are already using it and have found it helpful.  

https://sandbox.mindler.co.uk/
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Student Support 

We are proud to offer the National School Breakfast Programme -           
offering all students a free, healthy breakfast. 

Breakfast Club is in the Canteen every morning from 8am where you can 
pick up a free bagel. 
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Thought of the Month 

External Opportunities 
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Calendar 

Contact Us 
 01462 621200               admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk          

 Fearnhill School 
Icknield Way,  Letchworth Garden City,  Hertfordshire   SG6 4BA  

Follow Us 
facebook.com/fearnhillschool   twitter.com/fearnhillschool 

Please ensure that we have your current address,  mobile phone number and email address.                                   

Any updates can be sent to the Main Office.     

Autumn Term 2023  

Half Term  Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October 2023 

Return to school  Monday 30th October 2023 

Inset Day (disaggregated)  
Occasional Day 

Friday 24th November 2023  
Monday 27th November 2023 

End of Term (early closure)  Wednesday 20th December 2023 

Spring Term 2024  

Inset day for staff  Thursday 4th January 2024 

Spring Term begins for staff and students  Friday 5th January 2024 

Half Term  Monday 19th – Friday 23rd February 2024 

Return to school  Monday 26th February 2024 

End of Term (early closure)  Thursday 28th March 2024 

Good Friday  Friday 29th March 2024 

Easter Monday  Monday 1st April 2024 

Summer Term 2024  

Summer term begins for students  Monday 15th April 2024 

May Bank Holiday  Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term  Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2024 

Return to school  Monday 3rd June 2024 

Inset Day  Monday 1st July 2024 

End of Term for students  Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk

