
 

1                                                                                                                                                                                  www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

 

Fearnfile        

Issue 612               12 May 2023  

Week beginning Monday  15/05 - week 1     Week beginning Monday  22/05 - week 2 

Crowning Glory… 
Welcome to this edition of Fearnfile. Following the 
coronation celebrations last week, I am delighted 
to share with you the remarkable skills of our             
library lead, Ms Thurlby.  

She can knit anything; in the past we have had 
knitted foods, chess pieces, animals and she has       
excelled herself this time with a knitted crown (as 
well as a knitted FA Cup!). You can see these            
amazing creations on page 6. They certainly draw 
customers into the library, which is always a great 
thing.  

The coronation also meant a special ‘fit for a king’ 
menu in the canteen all this week – delicious! 

On the subject of food, this week staff helped Year 
11 raise money for their prom by taking part in a 
cake eating competition (page 5). Certain colleagues 
are clearly better (and faster!) at eating cake than 
others!  

Year 11 are now in the final preparations for their 
GCSE exams, which in some subjects have already 
started. All library books should now be returned 
and they had a ‘good luck’ assembly on Friday. Each 
student received a personal card from senior staff 
to encourage and support them.  

The year group have shown themselves to be           
remarkably mature and resilient over the past few 
months. Their attendance at the ‘Period 6’ extra 
sessions after school three times per week has been 
consistently excellent. We are sure they will do 
themselves and their families proud in the exams 
and look forward to welcoming many of them back 
into the sixth form in September. A reminder of key 
dates for years 11 and 13 can be found on page 4, 
along with a general reminder of expected                           

behaviour for students in other years whilst the                   
exams are running. 

In other news, Year 8 have been busy with the 
Maths Challenge this week (page 3), while Year 11 
have been into Letchworth on their local geography 
field trip, learning more about the factors affecting 
their home town (page 3).  

Local success has been a theme as we congratulate 
Chloe Major in Year 8 on successfully captaining the 
team that won the East of England hockey shield 
(page 8). Well done Chloe! 

Finally, a reminder that next week is Mental Health 
Awareness Week (page 11) and there will be a            
variety of activities and resources available for              
students, parents and carers and staff. We are very 
aware of the pressures young people face and are 
always looking for opportunities to support               
Fearnhill students and their community to succeed. 

Thank you as always for your support. 

Liz Ellis 

Headteacher 
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Student Awards 

w/e 28 April  

Student of the Week  Summer  8H  20  points 

Form of the Week  8P  219  points 

House of the Week  Neville  487  points 

Teacher of the Week  Mrs Lattimer, Maths   267  points 

w/e 5 May   

Student of the Week  Serbroop  7Q  13   points 

Form of the Week  9N  120  points 

House of the Week  Neville  349  points 

Teacher of the Week  Mrs Lattimer, Maths   167  points 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Week?  Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 
and you could find yourself nominated and crowned!   

Year 10 students enjoyed a careers event focussing on Law. 

An Insight into Law was lead by Anglia Ruskin Law lecturer 
Pauline Hall who explained why law is important to everyone 
(even if they do not wish to study it), how the judicial system 
works and students were given the opportunity to argue 
their case in front of the judge whilst being in a simulated 
court room.  

Look out for next week’s Careerfile to see what our students 
thought of the experience. 

Student of the Month March  

Nahlya 10P Art Excellent quality work, valuable creative thinking & hard working. 

Sahara 7S Drama Consistent excellent effort & group work in lessons. 

Elle-May 10H Drama Consistent excellent effort & and group work in lessons. 

Phoenix 7S Music Excellent performance on the piano. 

Colette 10P Music Playing for all year 11 GCSE performances. 

Student of the Month April  

Tiannah 8N PE Outstanding time in 800m. 

Fabio 11R PE Consistent hard work in GCSE lessons. 

Rohan 8P Art Hits the expectations in every lesson and has made some lovely work 

Grace 10G Art Great time management skills & a hard working ethic. Positive attitude, always              

Riley 7Q Drama Great work in lessons. 

Harry 11Q Drama Constant enthusiasm & effort. 

Erin 9N Music Enthusiasm in lessons & some very insightful rap lyrics. 

Mitchell 10H Music Playing for all year 11 GCSE performances. 
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Maths 

Humanities 

A massive well done to Tilly, Abigail, Sasha, 

Defne, Derya, Em, Max and Ryan in Year 8 

who took part in Heat 3 of the Hertfordshire 

for Learning Year 8 Team Maths Challenge.  

There were two general mathematics rounds, 

a memory round and an estimation round. 

The two teams scored a very respectable 163 

and 147 points.  

Great mathematical thinking and amazing 

teamwork all round. Miss Lattimer 

Year 11 Geography students swapped their classroom for Letchworth town centre to investigate how deprivation 
impacts people’s quality of life. 

We are fortunate to have Letchworth Garden City on our doorstep as an interesting example of an urban area with 
large disparities in levels of deprivation. The GCSE exam specification requires the students to complete an            
investigation into their human topic or urban areas.  After some secondary data investigation into levels of                          
deprivation, two locations – Jackman’s Estate and Broadway – were chosen. 

The year group was divided into two groups and students had an hour and a half at each location to complete a 
number of investigations at 4 different points within either Broadway or Jackman’s Estate. The investigations                              
included an environmental quality survey and questionnaires. 

The students were a credit to Fearnhill School and were polite and courteous throughout the investigation. 

We made it back in time for lunch a little tired with some sore feet, with some people clocking over 19,000 steps. 

A massive thank you goes to Miss Cottenden, Miss Lynn and Miss Hughes for their help and support.  Nick Fowler, 
Head of Humanities 
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Year 11 Summer Term Arrangements 

With the GCSE exam season upon us, the following arrangements have been put in place for students for the rest 
of the term. 

• Students are expected to attend all lessons in full uniform until Friday 9th June. This provides the maximum 
teaching time in each subject and revision/exam prep will be incorporated into this time. 

• Every morning between 8:00-8:45am there will be a revision breakfast session for students who have an exam 
that morning. 

• From Monday 12th June students are only expected to attend their exams and timetabled revision sessions.  
Students MUST SIGN IN AND OUT at reception, they are not expected to go to their form rooms. 

• The first exam is on Monday 15th May (PRE) and exams run until Wednesday 21st June (Hospitality & Catering). 
Students MUST be available until the contingency day which is Wednesday 28th June. 

• Please be aware that some afternoon exams may finish after school hours whilst others finish before the end of 
the school day. Students may leave school once they have been dismissed from their afternoon exam, even if 
this is before the end of the normal school day. 

• Receiving results: GCSE results will be available on Thursday 24th August. Results are available to collect from 
the main school hall from 8.30am until 10.30am, students will also have a post-results consultation with senior 
members of staff - further details will be shared nearer the time. 

• Students have received a hard copy timetable which includes forms for collection of results (should they be         
unable to attend) and postage of exam certificates. If you have any queries regarding this, please contact the 
exams office (exams@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk). 

The year 11 leavers assembly is on Thursday 22nd June at 10am. This is an opportunity for the year group to               
celebrate the last 5 years with peer awards being issued, shirts signed and good times remembered. If students 
have purchased a Leavers hoodie, these will be given out after the assembly on this day.  

The year 11 Prom is on Friday 23rd June. The Prom is held at Letchworth Hall Hotel. Year 11 students who are invit-
ed to attend the prom must arrive at 7pm for a 7:15pm start. The Prom will end at 11pm.  

The 6th Form induction will take place on Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th July for all students intending to stay 
on into the 6th form. Further invitation letters will be sent to those students nearer the time. 

We wish all our students every success in their forthcoming exams and will continue to support them in any way 
we can. If you have any queries regarding these dates/events then please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
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Prom Fundraising 

Humanities 

Year 8 are just coming to the end of their topic on Rivers and Flooding. We finish the unit with a look at Water 
and Conflict. As the world develops and population increases there is an increasing demand on water as a        
resource. This combined with the increased stresses from climate change - conflict for this resource will only 
grow. 

The Year 8s have been studying the Omo River and Lake Turkana in Ethiopia and Kenya. Climate change has caused 
Lake Turkkana to retreat from Ethiopia into Kenya. This has caused conflict and violent fighting between 8 million 
nomadic tribes people in the area. Ethiopia's solution to this problem is to build a dam on the Omo River. This will 
have a huge negative impact on the water flow to Lake Turkana and therefore the tribal people of Kenya.  

The question to debate is whether a country (Ethiopia) has the right to dam the river that flows, but does not end 
within their country. Of course there is no easy answer or solution but communication and cooperation is preferred 
to conflict.  

The year 8s completed a Harkness Circle debate. This is a debate style used in Ivy League Colleges in the US. The 
teacher will not say anything but put the question for debate on the board. The students for homework have        
prepared arguments for and against the dam construction. They sit in a circle and are given their role in the debate 
- either for and against. The teacher then maps the debate, see below. This highlights those students that lead, talk 
too much, talk too little, listen, do not listen... This will then be fed back and used for the next Harkness Circle.  

It is a wonderful opportunity for             
students to learn and practise those 
'soft' life skills that are so important to 
success.  

Nick Fowler, Head of Humanities 

  

A huge thanks from the Year 11 Prom Committee to the hardy teachers who each 
forced down a family-sized swiss roll - against the clock - all in the name of fund-
raising! Congratulations to Mr Fox who won against hot favourite Mr Turner, Ms 
Straughn, Mr Williams, Mr Fowler and Mr Cordwell. 
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Word of the Week 

Coronation 

Sumptuous  - something extravagant and luxurious.  

The King’s Coronation was celebrated in school 
with the canteen bedecked in bunting and a 
lunchtime menu fit for a king!  

Our amazingly talented librarian Mrs Thurlby 
also rose to the challenge producing some very 
regal props which were greatly enjoyed by the 
students.  

Discerning  - having or showing good judgement.  
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The Library is open before school from 8am and after school                      
until 4pm.  

You can also visit the library during break and lunch times to read 
a book, do some homework on the  computer or play a card or 

board game  (sorry, no computer games!) 
 

Year 11 and 13 students will need to return books to the library 
before their last day on the 14th June.  

If it is a revision book that is still needed it can be kept longer but 
please speak to Mrs Thurlby. 

 
Crochet Club is running out of wool so if you have any you no       

longer need it would be much appreciated. 

Library 

Catering & Hospitality 

 Year10s have continued their focus on presentation and upskilling with a baked New York cheesecake with 
streuzel and caramelised peaches . . . Delicious!  
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Sport 

Congratulations to Chloe Major who took part in the 
East of England County Hockey Championships. 

 Not only was Chloe captain of her team, she led them 
on to win the East Region Plate.  

Brilliantly played Chloe! 
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Extracurricular Activities 
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Knowledge Organisers 

At Fearnhill, we believe in the power of knowledge.  Teachers in every subject have put together a Knowledge            
Organiser which has all the key knowledge students need to learn to understand that topic. 

In school, they are used in lessons to support learning as a reference and as a way of checking                                         
answers.   Knowledge Organisers  (KO’s) are also an excellent homework tool for self-quizzing and revising. 

KO’s have been updated on our website for this half term and can be accessed by clicking on the QR codes below:    

    

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

 

                                        Year 11                                           Year 12                                          Year 13  

Thought of the Month  
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Student Support 

Representatives from Herts County Council’s Services for Young People held a lunchtime      
drop-in session in the Library on Wednesday. They were promoting all the local services on 
offer for young people.  

Please see their website www.servicesforyoungpeople.org/ or Mrs Tollervey for further information.  

Mental Health Awareness Week 15-21 May 2023 

The official theme for 2023's Mental Health Awareness Week is anxiety – how it can affect people living with severe 
mental illness, what external factors can trigger this strong response, and what we can do to support our peers.  

Everyone can feel anxious, but there are ways to help if you become overwhelmed. If you feel you need help please 
see Mrs Tollervey, Student Support Coordinator and Mental Health Lead. 

https://www.servicesforyoungpeople.org/
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Student Support 

Students can find Mrs Tollervey & Ms Brown and their teams upstairs next to Homework Club. 

We are proud to offer the National 
School Breakfast Programme - offering 
all students a free, healthy breakfast. 

Breakfast Club is in the Canteen every 
morning from 8am or you can collect 

your free bagel from the SSC 
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Student Support 
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External Opportunities 
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External Opportunities 
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Calendar 

Contact Us 
 01462 621200 

 admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

 Fearnhill School 
Icknield Way 
Letchworth Garden City 
Hertfordshire   SG6 4BA  

Follow Us 
facebook.com/fearnhillschool   twitter.com/fearnhillschool 

Please ensure that we have your current address,  mobile phone number and email address.                                   

Any updates can be sent to the Main Office.     

Summer Term 2023 

 
Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 
Return to school Monday 5th June 2023 
Inset Day Monday 3rd July 2023 
End of Term for students Friday 21st July 2023        

                        Term dates for 2022/3 and 2023/4 are available on our website 

Vacancies 

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk

