
 

1                                                                                                                                                                                  www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

 

Fearnfile        

Issue 606         27 January 2023  

Welcome to this edition of Fearnfile.  

We have a focus on leadership in this issue, as we 
have just appointed our new student leadership 
team for 2023. It was a very strong field and the 
decision was close; you can read the details on 
page 3. 

Fearnhill students in the Environment Club have 
also been leading the way in their review of the use 
of recycling bins around the school (page 9). Their 
verdict? We need to be better at it! Their next step 
is to plan how we can improve and make a                
difference.  

We are looking forward to welcoming the parents 
and carers of students with English as an additional 
language to a coffee morning next week. This event 
was postponed due to the snow closure back in     
December; it will be good to meet and share                        
experiences with them, and you can read details 
inside on page 5. Another postponed event is our 
school  production, ‘The Addams Family’. Due to 
the partial school closure on Wednesday 1st                     
February, the show will now take place on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 21st, 22nd and 23rd  
February. It will be great! 

Our students will also have the opportunity next 
week to meet with their MP, Sir Oliver Heald, when 
he visits Fearnhill. As well as giving him a tour of 
the school, a panel of students from different year 
groups will be questioning him about important 
topics of the day and learning more about the  
democratic process. There will be a report in the 
next edition.  

On the subject of leadership and making your voice 
heard, the English department celebrated                    

Multicultural Children’s Book Day with a focus on ‘I 
am Malala’, the book by the remarkable young 
campaigner for education Malala Yousafzai (page 4) 

Finally, just a reminder that next Wednesday, 1st 
February, the school will be closed to Years 7-10 as 
a result of industrial action by the NEU, the                   
National Education Union, as part of their campaign 
to improve education provision and teachers pay, 
recruitment and retention. School will be open as 
usual for Years 11, 12 and 13. 

Thank you as always for your support. 

Liz Ellis Headteacher 

Week beginning 30/1 - week 1     Week beginning 6/2 - week 2 

Taking the Lead 

Spring Term Dates 2023 

Half Term Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 2023 
Return to school Monday 20th February 2023 
End of Term (early closure) Friday 31st March 2023 
Term dates for 2022-23 and 2023-24 are now                    
available on our website:  

www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/about/term-dates/ 
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Student Awards 

w/e 13 January  

Student of the Week  Ella  8P 24 points 

Form of the Week  8P 371 points 

House of the Week  Howard 1010 points 

Teacher of the Week  Ms Lyons, English 379 points 

w/e 20 January    

Student of the Week  Holly 7Q 29 points 

Form of the Week  7Q 303  points 

House of the Week  Howard 859 points 

Teacher of the Week  Mr Fox, English 236  points 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Week?  Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 

and you could find yourself nominated and crowned!  
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School News 

Congratulations to (from left) Lisa, Lewis, Chenai, Daniel and Mai-Grace who were appointed to the Student                  
Leadership Team this week. 

The recruitment process was very thorough with candidates making presentations to students in assembly, to staff             
at a briefing, followed by a formal interview with Ms Ellis and Mr Marlow. The standard was very high and the           
result of the vote was very close. The final decision was: 

Head Students: Lewis Park & Chenai Camps. Deputy Head Students: Daniel Spragg, Lisa Alaba & Mia-Grace Whitaker. 

Ms Ellis said: “Student leaders represent the very best qualities of Fearnhill Students and act as role models for the 
school community. I am delighted with this year's appointments and I know they will work hard to support students 
and keep on improving Fearnhill.” 

The students themselves also commented: 

Lewis and Chenai: “We are both truly honoured to be able to take on such an active role in the Fearnhill community 
and we highly appreciate the support from both students and staff throughout the entire recruitment process. We 
hope to continue to use your support and ideas to improve the experience for students at Fearnhill school. Not only 
that but we shall also work closely with the headteacher and Senior Leadership Team to make sure that your ideas   
get vocalised! Thank you again for the support, and the opportunity to make a difference.” 

Mia-Grace: “I am truly thankful for being given the opportunity to be Deputy Head in charge of Management. I will 
use this position to ensure there is a smooth running of the prefect team and I will be readily available to organise 
meetings that are suitable for both the students and teachers. I am looking forward in anticipation to working                
alongside the senior prefects and holding constructive meetings which will actively contribute towards bettering                
the school.” 

Daniel: “I am honoured to be the school's Deputy Head in charge of Development. This means that I will be in charge 
of the student voice as well as implementing ideas on how we can improve the school. I can't wait to get started.”  

Lisa: “I am really grateful to have been given the Deputy Head role of Wellbeing. I feel that mental health and                  
wellbeing should be prioritised in young people and schools and I can’t wait to put systems in place and give                    
resources for students to better their wellbeing in such crucial years. I will be doing everything I can to make a                    
difference while I’m still a part of the Fearnhill community.”  
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Please support your child by helping ensure the '7 a day' shown below are in place. 

All students will be asked to show that they have the following every morning: 

1. Pen 

2. Pencil 

3. Ruler 

4. Calculator 

5. Reading book 

Sanctions will apply immediately where these are missing.  

6. Uniform 

Students are expected to comply fully with our uniform policy  for daily uniform and PE kit. There are no                     
exceptions. Students with unnatural hair colour, nose piercings, leggings, non-school shoes, false eyelashes, fake 
nails and other items not complying with the school requirements will be sanctioned and in some cases may be 
sent home to resolve those issues. If you have concerns about getting hold of the correct uniform or have any 
questions about our policy, please do get in touch so that we can help you. 

7. Positive attitude 

Fearnhill Students are Kind, Confident, Self-aware and Resilient.  

Part of being resilient is turning up, on time, every day. Students with below 96% attendance will be subject to our 
strict attendance procedures. We know that students who don't turn up don't make progress. 

All students are expected to follow instructions from members of staff without question, in a polite manner. 

All students are expected to be kind to and about others at all times, including online.  

English 

Word of the Week 

The English Department celebrated Multicultural Children's Book Day by looking at how 
different cultures and countries respond to different acts.  
 

This year, Key Stage 3 looked at Malala Yousafzai and her struggles against, and attack by, the 
oppressive Taliban-controlled regime in Pakistan. Students then became activists, writing 
some persuasive arguments to defend their interests in a hypothetical regime which sought 
to stop them from going on the internet, using their phones and chewing gum.  
 

I Am Malala is a difficult read for some students, especially younger ones, as it deals with         
subjects and ideas which can be seen as troubling and challenging. However, our Fearnhill 
students showed great  resilience and kindness by recognising that in different cultures,       
some children suffer more harshly than others.  
 

Malala Yousafzai and her struggles should be seen as an inspiration for all young people, as it highlights how every 
child deserves the right to the very best teaching and learning available, and how fortunate students here are to 
have access to it.  

Fixated: to develop an obsessive attachment to 

someone or something  

Student Expectations 

Brazen: bold and without shame.  
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Knowledge Organisers  

School News 

    

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

 

                                        Year 11                                           Year 12                                          Year 13  

At Fearnhill, we believe in the power of knowledge.  Teachers in every subject have put together a Knowledge            
Organiser which has all the key knowledge students need to learn to understand that topic. 

In school, they are used in lessons to support learning as a reference and as a way of checking answers.  Knowledge 
Organisers are also an excellent homework tool for self-quizzing and revising. 

knowledge organisers have been updated on our website for this half term and can be accessed by clicking on the 
QR codes below:    

For Parents/Carers: English as an Additional Language Welcome Meeting 

Mrs Kendall and Miss Christie would like to invite all parents of students who speak English as an Additional                   
Language to a welcome meeting at Fearnhill School. It will be held on Thursday 2nd February 2023. Please come to 
the school reception at 1.30pm. The meeting will last until about 2.30pm. 

We will try to answer any questions you have about the school or supporting your child. 

If you would like to attend, please email rachel.christie10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Thank you very much, Mrs Kendall and Miss Christie 

Government regarding Child Trust Funds.  

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) have announced that tens of thousands of teenagers in the UK who have not yet 
claimed their matured Child Trust Funds savings could have thousands of pounds waiting for them.  

Child Trust Funds are long-term savings accounts set up for every child born between 1 September 2002 and                  
2 January 2011. To encourage future saving and start the account, the government provided an initial deposit of at 
least £250. The savings accounts mature when the child turns 18 years old.  

Eligible teenagers, who are aged 18 or over and have yet to access their Child Trust Fund account, could have               
savings waiting for them worth an average of £2,100.  

Visit the Government website for more information: https:// www.gov.uk/government/news/teenagers-could-
bemissing-out-on-a-stash-of-cash 
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Library 

The Library is open before school from 8am and after school until 4pm.  
You can also visit the library during break and lunch times to read a book, do some homework on the  computer 

or play a card or board game  (sorry, no computer games!)   
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Extracurricular Activities 
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Extracurricular Activities 
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Extracurricular Activities 

The start of this academic term has seen the Sustainable Society students investigating our school bins. 

We all know how vital recycling is to live a more sustainable life and the Sustainable Society students had concerns 
over the usage of our bins. Sadly their concerns were correct.  

Over the last two weeks the Sustainable Society students have gone around every faculty and investigated the            
contents of their bins. (A nasty job but someones got to do it!!) 

The findings were pretty dire - only 2 bins in the whole school had the correct items in.  

 

 

 

 

 

Red contaminated and green bin correctly used.  

Unfortunately if a bin has 'wrong or foreign' items within then that bin is contaminated and the contents cannot be 
recycled. 

The Sustainable Society will be ramping up a campaign to educate everyone to use the correct bin for their waste 
campaign. We all need to do better and reduce and recycle our waste much better. 

 Paper Food Plastic  Mixed  

Humanities     

Maths      

English      

Business      

Languages      
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Sport 

Year 7 Netball 
 

The first game against St Chris was 16-0 to St Chris. 
The second game against KTS was 12-0 to KTS. 
Lost both but didn't lose motivation and showed great resilience in freezing temperatures.  
 

Player of the Match: Maisy W Excellent          
defending and interceptions throughout the 
game.                                                                        
Tis & Kacey: Great role models to the y7s by 
coaching and scoring the game.  
 

Players: 
Rhennae N 
Ruby S 
Thomas G 
Lucy M  
Phoenix H 
Holly M 
Molly B 
Sophia R P 

Maisy W 
Madison O 
Izzy L 
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Student Support 

Students can find Mrs Tollervey & Ms Brown and their teams upstairs next to Homework Club. 

We are proud to offer the National 
School Breakfast Programme - offering 
all students a free, healthy breakfast. 

Breakfast Club is in the Canteen every 
morning from 8am or you can collect 

your free bagel from the SSC 
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Student Support 
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Student Support 
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Student Support 
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Student Support 
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Student Support 



 

17                                                                                                                                                                                  

External Opportunities 
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Thought of the Month 

Calendar 

Contact Us 
 01462 621200 

 admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

 Fearnhill School 
Icknield Way 
Letchworth Garden City 
Hertfordshire   SG6 4BA  

Follow Us 
facebook.com/fearnhillschool   twitter.com/fearnhillschool 

Please ensure that we have your current address,  mobile phone number and email address.                                   

Any updates can be sent to the Main Office.     

Summer Term 2023 
Summer term begins for students Monday 17th April 2023 
May Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2023 
Half Term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 
Return to school Monday 5th June 2023 
Inset Day Monday 3rd July 2023 
End of Term for students Friday 21st July 2023 

Term dates for 2022/3 and 2023/4 are available on our website 

Spring Term 2023 
Half Term Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 2023 
Return to school Monday 20th February 2023 
End of Term (early closure) Friday 31st March 2023 

“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.”  

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk

