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Fearnfile        

Issue 602         24 November 2022     

Welcome to the latest edition of Fearnfile. As                
always, there is lots to celebrate and share at this busy 
time of the term.  

Inside you can read about recent visitors from               
Wilbury School, who enjoyed a carousel of activities                
including playing the ukulele, designing a video game 
and singing (page 10).  

We also welcomed The Marine Society who worked with 
our Year 7 students on some exciting science projects 
(page 2), expanding their knowledge and learning in a 
different way. On the other hand, we also had major   
success in the Technology Tournament held at The                
Priory School, where we were successful against other 
(much larger) schools and our students triumphed. Full 
details inside on page 3. 

More activities outside the classroom included the                
announcement of Club Champions (page 4) for some of 
our extracurricular clubs, encouraging students to be 
involved whatever their area of interest. There is a club 
for everyone!  

Students also took the opportunity to have fun and raise 
money at the same time for Children in Need (page7) 
with lots of activities including Pudsey biscuits being 
made, bought and eaten throughout the day! 

As we start the run down towards Christmas, our              
Christmas lunch arrangements have now been                      
confirmed and letters have been sent home with                  
detailed arrangements.  

On the subject of Christmas, we are again running our 
Christmas Card Design Competition (page 8) where              
winning entries will be commercially printed and sold; 
make sure you get your entries in on time. 

Finally, we have made available on the website the very 
valuable ‘Knowledge Organisers’ for each unit in every 
subject across the curriculum (page 3). We hope this will 
help parents and carers understand and support their 
children with their learning as the Organisers summarise 

the key ideas and knowledge that students will need for 
each unit of learning. Do take a look and let us know if 
you have any queries. 

Stay warm and thank you as always for your                 
support. 

Liz Ellis, Headteacher 

Week beginning 28/11 - week 2   Week be-

Autumn latest 

Christmas lunch arrangements 

As part of the School’s Christmas celebrations, we 
are planning a special Christmas lunch for                    

students for Years 7 and 8 on Monday 19th                     
December and for Years 9,10,11 and 6th form on 

Tuesday 20th December.   

A letter has been sent to all parents/carers but it 
is important that students know that there is only 
Christmas lunch available on these two days and if 
they have not paid in advance and are not in the 

appropriate year group, they must either                           
purchase food in the canteen at break time or 

bring a packed lunch with them. 
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Student Awards 

w/e 11 November   

Student of the Week Mohamad  8H 26 points 

Form of the Week 8H 326 points 

House of the Week Neville 1017 points 

Teacher of the Week Miss Christie  English 404  points 

w/e 18 November   

Student of the Week 

Form of the Week 

House of the Week 

Teacher of the Week 

Faith 8N 

8N 

Howard 

Miss Cross   MFL 

22 points 

235 points 

941 points 

387 points 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Week?  Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 

and you could find yourself nominated and crowned!  

Science 

Y7 and Y8 students took part in interactive workshops with the Marine Society and Sea Cadets.  

Their work focussed on buoyancy and the Archimedes principle, learning all about what makes ships float, where 
our food is imported from and what  potential career paths they could have in this field.  

Y7 had the following to say: 

I liked making the boat because it involved team working and it was a lot of fun.  

I liked making the boat and adding the marbles at the end. I'm pretty sure we came first! 

I enjoyed the part where she was telling us the funny story about  Archimedes jumping out of the bath.  

The younger years were supported by some of our wonderful Y10 STEM ambassadors who seemed to enjoy the 
activities just as much as their smaller companions, proving that even as you get older science is still lots of fun! 

Miss Cotter 
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School News 

Technology 

Knowledge Organisers at Fearnhill 

You may have noticed some additions to the school website; we now have a page dedicated to knowledge                
organisers. So what are knowledge organisers and why are they useful? 

A knowledge organiser sets out the important, useful and powerful knowledge on a topic on a single page.  For   
students to succeed in their study of a unit of work, they must have a foundation of factual knowledge, be able to 
understand those facts and use it when needed in the future.  

Knowledge organisers are a really useful way to share and organise this knowledge with students, parents and            
carers. These documents are organised in a way that helps students to learn the facts and are often used in class as 
a reference to help them to answer questions. 

There has been a lot of research on the use of knowledge organisers, especially how they can be helpful for              
independent work, such as homework.  Often, students will be asked to learn the knowledge in chunks and then do 
quizzes for homework tasks. This will help them to transfer this key knowledge to their long term memory.                  
Hopefully, parents and carers will find them useful as a way of knowing what their sons/daughters are studying 
each term.    This half terms’ knowledge organisers for each subject can be found by scanning the QR codes below.     
Mrs Nunneley 

    

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

 

                                        Year 11                                           Year 12                                          Year 13  

Fearnhill was invited to participate in the annual Rotary Technology Tournament which took place at The Priory 
School. Four other local schools also entered teams from each key stage to design and build mechanisms for           
given tasks.  
Key Stage 3 pupils were challenged with sending a golf ball through a ring, reach a height of 3m and be triggered 
1m away; Key Stage 4 pupils had the additional challenge of including a parachute; and Key Stage 5 pupils had the 
extra challenge of sending the golf ball up in a capsule which would separate at 3m and parachute back down        
within a given area.  
I am very happy to report that our Key Stage 3   
pupils dominated their task and came 1st and our 
6th form team sadly missed out on first place by 
one point but gained a very well deserved 2nd 
place. Overall Fearnhill performed excellent 
throughout the tournament and should be                  
extremely happy with themselves.   Mr Rayner 
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Extra Curricular Activities 

CLUB SUPERSTARS 

Year 7 Superstar Thomas 7S  

Year 8 Superstar Jamie  8P  

Year 9 Superstar Ruby-May  9N  

Lego Thomas 7U Comes to the club and creates imaginative and original ideas in Lego.  

Jigsaw Jack  8H Hasn't missed a single week and always finds all the pieces we are looking 
for so we can make great progress with the jigsaw puzzle  

Rugby  Braeden 7T Great attendance, performance and willingness to support others. 

 Kian 7T Always keen to learn new skills, confident in his own abilities and helping 
others to improve.  

Football  Kian 7T Excellent attendance, standards and leadership within the group. 

Basketball Ronnie 7U  Fantastic commitment and excellent quality of leadership within the group 
and organisation of the team. 

Basketball Luke 8N  The improvement he has made is dramatic; his skills and 
game knowledge coming on in leaps and bounds.  

Sustainable Society  Kacey  11U  

School Production  Lola-Rose 8P  For her enthusiasm and commitment to the show.  

Choir  Ross 7R Comes to choir every Monday and sings his heart out. 

Science  Tiaami-Rose  7T She is always smiling and always follows instructions and works hard.  

Debate  Chloe 10G  

Ukulele  Ivy 7U For bringing more friends and working really hard. 

Architecture  Thomas 7U He has demonstrated a creative and independent approach from the very 

start which has produced a fun and detailed miniature build (photo opp)  

CLUB SPOTLIGHT 

Boy's Choir is a dynamic and engaging 
choir consisting of male students from 
all year groups.  

We rehearse every Monday lunchtime 
and sing all different styles of music.  

Yes, playing football every lunchtime is 
great, but come and sing for this team 
instead!  

Boy's Choir  
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Extra Curricular Activities 

Sustainable Society                                                                          

The Sustainability Society meets Wednesday lunchtimes every week. 
So far this year we have 'bombed' all classrooms and rooms in school 
with our switch off labels to encourage students and staff to switch 
off computers, projectors and light switches. Our current area of 
attack is trying to introduce a meat-free day once a week in our                 
canteen. We are well aware of the negative impact on biodiversity 
and climate change that a meat diet has.  Therefore we are in the 
process of surveying the school population - students and staff - to 
see whether they would consider moving away from meat for one 
day a week. Watch this space!!! 

Psychology masterclass - Where you are the expert  

Psychology masterclass is an opportunity to find out about the                    
psychology you are interested in. You have the opportunity to                    
research a question or topic which isn’t on  the A-level specification. 
Having carried out independent research you will then design and 
deliver a 15-minute  presentation to the rest of the group. A list of 
ideas will be  available on Masterclass Google classroom, and                      
research  support will be given during the sessions.   

This is a chance to develop skills, broaden your knowledge and learn 
from each other.  Think big - Think Ted Talk!   Key stages 4 ad 5 are 
welcome.  H5 on Friday lunchtime. 

 

Architecture club is for anyone who has 
an interest in designing and creating              
structures. Anything from small                          
minimalist buildings to detailed high rise 
towers, can all be planned and built.   

History club is a lunchtime club where 
students give their own presentations on 
areas of history that they are interested in. 
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In brief … 
Have you ever considered supporting the school by joining our Governing body? 

As students leave us each year, vacancies arise for the role of parent governor. School governors play a key role 
in the community and can shape the direction of a school, supporting the development of Fearnhill in all kinds of 
ways.  

The time commitment involved is not huge and it is a great opportunity to become part of something                         
worthwhile and rewarding. Further information about the governing body can be seen on our website: 
www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/about/school-governors/ 

Ms Ellis will be delighted to talk to you in more detail about what the role involves; please email her on  
head@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, or our chair of governors, Nye Hathway, on nye.hathway10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 
to arrange a chat. 
 

The school musical production this year is The Addams Family A Comedy Musical. If you go through any                      
wardrobes at home anytime soon and find anything pale grey or white that are surplus to requirements we would 
happily take them from you. There are a large group of ghostly ancestor characters - so any dresses, skirts, jackets, 
trousers, shoes etc would be very useful.  
 

Calling all former students - have you collected your exam certificates? These are important legal documents and 
we have a number still waiting to be picked up. Contact Mrs Bremner, Data & Exams manager,                                       
kerri.bremner10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk for details of how to collect them. 
 

Have you enjoyed a tub of chocolates recently? Our food department would love to have your empty tubs - they 
are useful for students taking their food items home. Please bring them into the School Office. 
 

Do you have piles of newspapers cluttering up your house? Our Art department is looking for                                
newspapers (not magazines) for forthcoming projects—please hand into the Art department or School Office. 
Thank you. 

Sixth Form 
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Children in Need 

The school was well and truly buzzing with 
Children In Need fundraising efforts.                            
Pudsey biscuits, a Disney sing-a-long,                      

more Pudsey biscuits, House dodgeball                        
and even more Pudsey biscuits - topped off 

with a non-uniform day.                                                 
Congratulations to Bruna 8P who won a           
giant Pudsey cookie for being the most                

enthusiastic participation in the sing-a-long.                                        
Well done to everyone who took part and 
raised an incredible £596 for the charity. 
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Blustery: like gusts of wind that turn your                        
umbrella inside out.  

Word of the Week 

DEVOUR: to eat hungrily or gobble up.  

Library 

The Library is open before school from 8am and after 
school until 4pm.  

You can also visit the library during break and lunch 
times to read a book, do some homework on the      
computer or play a card or board game  (sorry, no 

computer games!)   
Mrs Thurlby, Library & Literacy Assistant 
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Music 

Primary Liaison 

On Thursday 17th November, 77 year 5 pupils from Wilbury School came to Fearnhill to experience a morning of 
singing, playing the ukulele and creating their own video game!  The morning was a success and the corridors 
were filled with beautiful singing voices and classrooms buzzing with excitement and enthusiasm.  Pupils and their      
teachers met in the canteen at the end of the morning where Mr Marlow organised a final sing-a-long with the 
whole year group - it was quite a moment! 

Huge thanks go to the teachers, Mr Marlow, Mrs Landsman and Mr Hipperson for their time and energy.  Thanks 
also goes to our wonderful sixth form helpers who supported the year 5s in the sessions: Chenai, Kelis, Raymond, 
Natalia, Daniel, Aaron, Tabitha and Ezekiel. 

Some feedback from the year 5s: 

‘I had the best time. I loved making my own video game.’ 

‘The singing workshop was my favourite session. Mr Marlow is brilliant!’ 

‘I can’t wait to tell my mum that I learnt to play the ukulele today’ 

‘I can’t wait to come here in year 7!’ 

Thank you to the Wilbury teachers and pupils for making the effort to walk here in the early morning rain! 

Mrs Nunneley 
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Sport 
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Student Support 

Student Support and Inclusion are now in the main school building -  students can find Mrs Tollervey & 

Ms Brown and their teams upstairs next to Homework Club. 

We are proud to offer the National School 
Breakfast Programme - offering all                     
students a free, healthy breakfast. 

Breakfast Club is in the Canteen every 
morning from 8am or you can collect your 

free bagel from the SSC 
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Student Support 

It’s Just Talk week - here is some guidance for parents if their child tells them they are not Ok. Students have 
been discussing during tutor time how important it is to mental health to Just Talk . 
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Andre and Jasmine from Services for young people attended a lunchtime session in the Fearnhill library, promoting 
the free groups that they run across Letchworth and Hitchin. For further information please see their programme 

below. 

Student Support 
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Student Support 
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External Opportunities 
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External Opportunities 
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Thought of the Month 

Calendar 

25  Inset Day SCHOOL CLOSED  

28  Occasional Day  SCHOOL CLOSED 

30 Year 11 MFL speaking mock 

5-16 December Year 11 mock exams 

20 Christmas concert 

21 December  End of Term (early closure)  

Spring term 2023  

6 January 8.30am term starts 

13-17 February Half term 

31 March End of term 

Summer Term 2023 
17 April 8.30am term starts 

Contact Us 
 01462 621200 

 admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

 Fearnhill School 
Icknield Way 
Letchworth Garden City 
Hertfordshire   SG6 4BA  

Follow Us 
facebook.com/fearnhillschool   twitter.com/fearnhillschool 

Please ensure that we have your current address,  mobile phone number and email address.                                   

Any updates can be sent to the Main Office.     

mailto:admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk

